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LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICAL LENS 
 

For this project you will work in groups of three to research the critical theory assigned to you.  Once 

you have researched and understand the theory, you will do the following: 

 

1. Create a poster that expresses the key ideas associated with your theory.  You should use 

color, images and text to express these key ideas.  However you must not use too much text – 

no more than a total of 25 words.  Your poster should be 11 X 17. Font size should be 

readable across the room. You must also include a scaled down copy of this poster in your 

presentation portfolio. 

 

2. Conduct a critical analysis of The Book of Negroes and present this analysis to the class.  

Before you explain your analysis of this text, you must explain the critical theory you are 

using.  Your presentation must be formal.  You may include visual references, but these 

references may not be text heavy slides. You may not read from notes.  If possible, it is great 

to involve your audience in an interactive activity.  The presentation itself should be 20-30 

minutes long.  You must also submit a printed outline or summary of your presentation, 

including key concepts – both of the critical theory and your application of that theory to this 

text. Finally, you must submit a formal, MLA 7 format bibliography.  All of the print material 

must be put into your presentation portfolio. 

 

3. There will be a quiz on the key elements of each theory at the end of the unit. 

 

The following is a list of critical theories we will be studying: 

 

 Formalist Criticism/New Criticism 

 Biographical 

 Historical 

 Feminist Theory/Gender Theory 

 Class Theory/Marxist Theory 

 Race Theory 

 Post-colonial Theory 

 Psychoanalytic Theory 

 Mythological Theory/ Archetypal Theory 

 Reader Response Theory 

The following are links you might find helpful starting points: 

 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/ 

 http://hhh.gavilan.edu/ecrook/1B/LiteraryTheory.htm 

 http://www.mpsaz.org/rmhs/staff/rkcupryk/aa_jr/files/microsoft_word_-_literary_theories.pdf 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/
http://hhh.gavilan.edu/ecrook/1B/LiteraryTheory.htm
http://www.mpsaz.org/rmhs/staff/rkcupryk/aa_jr/files/microsoft_word_-_literary_theories.pdf

